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SPANISH DICTATORSHIP SHAKEN 





INCE Primo de Rivera’s coup d'état 
J of September 138, 1923, he has _ re- 
peatedly announced that his régime would 
only “constitute a brief parenthesis in the 
constitutional march of Spain, which will 
be terminated as soon as the country 
offers us men who are not tainted with 
the vices of the old political organiza- 
tions. ” His principal efforts, there- 
fore, have been directed to the suppres- 
sion of the old parties and the creation 
of a new set of leaders, imbued with 
patriotism and alive to the economic, so- 
cial and international problems of the na- 
tion, but politically unaffiliated. As a 
result, he has incurred the displeasure of 
all the old political leaders, whether Con- 
servative, Liberal, Republican or Socialist. 
However, he has been supported by con- 
servative elements, such as the army ani 
the clergy, who, loyal to the King and fol- 
lowing his lead, have supported the 
Premier in all his measures. 

As an outgrowth of the dissatisfaction 
caused by the disbanding of all political 
parties, there have been several weak at- 
tempts, led by the exiled Republican and 
Liberal leaders, to overthrow the present 
regime and establish a republic. Such a 
drastic change was never widely sup- 
ported, and Primo de Rivera has not had 
any difficulty in suppressing the move- 
ments. It appears, however, that the 
latest attempt—that of January 29—is 
the most serious with which the Premier 
has yet had to deal. Its importance lies 
in the fact that it came at a time when 
even Primo de Rivera’s staunchest sup- 
porters were criticizing him for his 
avowed intention of remaining in power 
for at least five more years. The object 
of the movement was the overthrow, not 
of the Monarchy, but of the Dictator, and 





the calling of an elective assembly to de- 
termine the steps to be taken for a re- 
turn to the Parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment prevailing before 1923. 

Only an accident prevented a success- 
ful launching of the campaign. The ship 
bringing the leader of the revolt, Sanchez 
Guerra, to Valencia was delayed, and as 
a result General Castro Girona, com- 
mander of the military district of Val- 
encia and an assistant of Sanchez Guerra, 
hastily countermanded the order for the 
uprising. The garrison at Ciudad Real, 
however, was not informed in time and 
by its revolt disclosed the plot. 

It is believed that, encouraged perhaps 
by the universal protests that the Premier 
was not adequately preparing for the 
supersession of his government, ex-Prem- 
ier Sanchez Guerra attempted to make 
capital out of the ever rankling dissatis- 
faction of the Artillery Corps in an effort 
to overthrow the present régime. Primo 
de Rivera’s measures establishing promo- 
tion in the Corps by merit rather than 
by seniority, and incorporating the Corps 
into the regular infantry have completely 
alienated the Artillery Corps, which since 
1926 has welcomed every opportunity to 
revolt. Just recently (December 1928) 
an incident in the Segovia artillery 
school led to the suspension of three 
cadets, and discontent flamed anew. 

As a result of the revolt, Primo de 
Rivera has, through the King, enacted 
drastic measures greatly restricting the 
liberty of the press and freedom of speech, 
resorting to fascisti-like methods of es- 
pionage and punishment. He has thus 
weakened his optimistic assurances as to 
the insignificance of the revolt.  Al- 
though tightening his grip on the nation 
in this manner, the Premier has _ not, 
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however, ignored the warning sounded 
by one of the most conservative papers 
in Madrid which has always defended his 
régime. El Debate, only a few weeks be- 
fore the present outbreak, said: 

“We are beginning to suspect that we are 
losing some of the ground already gained... 
We do not counsel great haste or delays; be- 
cause there is nothing today which calls for 
a radical change of régime. But on the other 
hand, neither time nor energy should be 
wasted, nor the confidence of public opinion 
shaken, for once that is lost it is but slow! 
or never regained. Primo de Rivera is 
strong enough to finish his undertaking. He 
would, however, regain many followers should 
Spain see him once more facing the problem 
of constitutionality with the generous and 
conciliating spirit formerly dis;layed.” 
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It is therefore significant that, while sup- 
pressing the revolt, Primo de Rivera has 
been careful to announce that he intends 
to proceed immediately to the drawing up 
of a constitution and the calling of an 
elective assembly by 1932, when he will 
resign in favor of a “younger govern- 
z ” 
ment and younger leaders. A. S. W. 


The Groener Memorandum 

HE publication on January 15 in the 

English Review of Reviews of a con- 
fidential memorandum written by General 
Groener, German Minister of Defense, 
has caused considerable excitement on the 
continent. The memorandum was pre- 
pared last November and numbered copies 
were given to members of the Reich 
Cabinet and a few Reichstag members 
who were preparing to speak on the Ger- 
man cruiser bill which was being con- 
sidered at that time. No trace of how 
it reached the hands of Wickham Steed, 
the anti-German editor of the Review of 
Reviews can be found and the act of re- 
leasing it is regarded in Germany as 
high treason. Furthermore. the publica- 
tion of the document at this moment is 
looked upon as designed to injure Ger- 
many at the present reparation con- 
ference in Paris and in the German-Polish 
negotiations which have been and are 
going on in Warsaw on commercial rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

The Groener memorandum, while it is 
extremely frank, is said in Germany not 
to contain anything which was not said 
in the Reichstag during the debate on the 
appropriation for the new 9,000-ton 
armored cruiser “A,” except that at that 
time no names were mentioned. The 
memorandum envisages Germany as faced 
by two possibilities of conflict: (1) action 
against territorial “robbery”; (2) protec- 
tion of German neutrality and interests 
during a conflict between foreign powers. 
Under the first head, General Groener 
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openly states that Poland constitutes a 
danger to Germany and that she is al- 
ready preparing a jumping-off place from 
which to pounce upon German territory. 
Therefore, Groener argues, cruisers are 
necessary for Germany to protect the 
Baltic coast against Poland—possibly sup- 
ported by France. 

Under the second head, the memo- 
randum looks for trouble which might 
involve Germany, because of her geo- 
graphical position, in strained relations 
between Czechoslovakia and Italy, Italy 
and Jugoslavia and between Poland and 
Lithuania with Russia always in the 
background. Russo-British and United 
States, French and British relations are 
dragged into this picture of an uneasy 
Europe. 

The memorandum should be considered 
in the light of German opinion in regard 
to building cruiser “A.” The appropria- 
tion of $20,000,000 for this cruiser was 
made by the Reichstag last November, 
only after a near Cabinet crisis and the 
intervention of President von Hinden- 
burg. The Social Democrats introduced 
a motion at that time to eliminate the 
cruiser; General Groener, supported by 
von Hindenburg, threatened to resign and 
the Nationalists, hoping to embarrass the 
government, threatened to abstain from 
voting in order to allow the Socialist mo- 
tion to pass. At the last moment they 
voted against the motion, however, and it 
was defeated by a vote of 255 to 203 on 
November 16. The appropriation was 
then made. 

The incident served to bring out the 
great sentiment in Germany against 
building even one of the four cruisers 
which General Groener wishes and which 
may be constructed by the Reich under 
the Versailles Treaty. 

Furthermore, there is great divergence 
of opinion within the Social Democratic 
party as to its stand on the German de- 
fense problem. The Party Congress at 
Magdeburg in March is to discuss a draft 
defense program designed to allow a 
united Socialist front on the matter. The 
draft advises armaments for the Reich 
as provided in the Versailles Treaty but 
puts forward proposals for democratizing 
the Reichswehr. That many of the rank 
and file of the party are pacifists was 
shown by the repercussions of the cruiser 
debate, and it will be interesting to watch 
what the party decides at Magdeburg. 

In the meantime France is greatly dis- 
turbed by the Groener memorandum and 
the Poles are hotly denying any designs 
on German territory. M. S. W. 


The Editors alone are responzible for such opinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 






































